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Monday

STAND FIRM

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
~ 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)

What does it mean to stand firm? Write your answer:

To stand firm, you must stand on solid ground. The solid ground 
on which we stand is called the gospel. 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received, in which you stand.

~1 Corinthians 15:1

You can stand on the gospel, because it is solid ground. It’s a 
rock, rather than quicksand. Write down why it is better to stand 
on a rock, than it is to stand on quicksand:

If you tried to stand on quicksand, you would sink. A rock offers 
much more stable footing. The gospel is a rock on which you can 
stand firm. This week in your devotions, you will see how and 
why the gospel is a solid rock. 
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Tuesday
THE GOSPEL

 
Yesterday, we saw from our theme verse that we are to stand firm 
on the rock called the gospel. So what is the gospel?

The word gospel literally means good news. Write down some-
thing you have heard that was good news: 

You may have written about becoming a big brother or sister, or 
the time your mom or dad returned from the military, or when 
your parents told you that you were coming to camp. 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also re-
ceived: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures

~1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Here the Bible defines the gospel: Christ died for our sins in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures, he was buried, and he was raised 
according to the Scriptures. 

We all sin, so this is good news. To sin is to miss the mark, like 
shooting an arrow and missing the target. We miss God’s mark by 
beign disobedient. We all miss the mark. We all sin.

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
~Romans 3:23

But the gospel, the good news we can stand on, says Christ died 
for our sins. 4
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Wednesday
WHO IS JESUS? 

 
Yesterday, we saw that the gospel is the good news that Christ 
died for our sins. Sin is disobedience to God. It’s missing God’s 
mark.

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scripture. Christ 
is also called Jesus. You have likely heard of Jesus. Who is Jesus? 
Write your answer:

Jesus was a prophet, a teacher, a healer, and a great person; how-
ever, the most important aspect of who Jesus was is summarized 
in the following passage: 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins. All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold...they 
shall call his name Immanuel’

~Matthew 1:21-23

Jesus is the Immanuel. Immanuel literally translated means: God 
with us. Jesus is the God-Man. What does that mean? Jesus is 
God. Jesus came to earth as a man, but he was also still God 
while he was here. 

In verse 21, we see Jesus’ name even indicates he came from 
heaven to earth on a mission to save his people from their sin. 
Jesus is God on a rescue mission. Jesus is the Christ who died for 
our sins. Tomorrow we will look at how he saves us.

5
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Thursday
CHRIST DIED

 
The bad news is that there is punishment for our sin. The good 
news (the gospel on which we can stand) is that Jesus came to 
save us from our sin. Jesus' own name indicates he came to save 
his people (Matthew 1:21). Do you remember how he saves his 
people? Write your answer:

 
A few days ago our passage said, "Christ died according to the 
Scriptures." (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) In other words, the Bible (the 
Scriptures) records Jesus’ death, which was for our sins.  

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

~Romans 5:8

God’s love is shown to us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. You cannot do anything on your own to make up for 
your sin, but Jesus died in your place. Instead of you dying for 
your sin, Jesus died for your sin, so that if you believe in him, you 
live forever in Heaven. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast.
~Ephesians 2:8-9

If you believe (have faith) in the gospel, then you have a rock on 
which to stand firm. The rock is the good news that you are made 
clean by God. That gives you the power and right to stand firm.

6
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Friday
CHRIST WAS RAISED 

 
Yesterday we saw that the good news took a sad turn. Jesus, God 
with us, perfect in every way, died for our sins. We don’t like to 
hear about people dying, especially good people, and Jesus is the 
best person. 

However, three days after he died, something amazing happened:

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also re-
ceived: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures
~1 Corinthians 15:3-4

He was buried, but he was raised from the dead. He came back 
to life. A lot of people saw him come back to life. It would hard to 
believe, if so many people had not seen it. However, a lot of peo-
ple did see it, and it is part of the gospel, and we can stand firm 
on Jesus' resurrection from the dead.

By coming back to life, Jesus proved:
 •He really was God. 
 •He really was prefect.
 •His mission to save us was successful. 

Jesus coming back to life is a rock on which to stand. Tomorrow 
we will see how we can stand firm on that rock.

7
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Saturday
WHAT NOW?

 
This week we have been encouraged to stand firm on the gospel, 
the good news that Jesus died for our sins and came back to life. 
So what now? How can you stand on the gospel?

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.
~Ephesians 2:8-10

Faith can be defined as belief and trust. Imagine you are consid-
ering whether or not to sit in a particular chair. You may know 
and believe the facts about the chair, and that it is indeed sturdy 
enough to hold your weight; however, you do not really have 
faith in the chair till you sit down. 
 
Obviously you cannot sit on Jesus. However, to have faith in Jesus 
is to believe in the facts of the gospel, his death and resurrection 
for your sin, and to trust him with your life. In other words, faith 
is believing in Jesus enough to let him change your life. 

So what now? If you are ready to stand firm on the gospel of 
Jesus, or you at least want to know more about what it all means, 
talk to your counselors, the camp chaplain, your parents, and 
anyone you can find! 

Christianity is a team sport! Find out more about faith in the gos-
pel from our amazing team, or your team back home.  

8
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After Camp

STANDING FIRM BEYOND CAMP 

 
The saddest day of camp is the last one. 

During camp, a lot of us either meet Jesus for the first time, or 
find ourselves getting really excited about our faith. Then we 
return home to chores, sports, and homework, and the fire dies 
out a little.

A roaring fire needs fuel-oxygen and something to burn. We want 
to help you keep your faith on fire all year. 

From today till next summer we are going to update you, par-
ents and students, with additional devotions, articles, and other 
resources. Additionally, we have included another week of de-
votions in this booklet. Christianity is a team sport, and standing 
firm on the gospel requires a team effort. 

Great Harrison Resources All Year:

 For Devotions and Resources: Follow us on Tumblr:  
 http://ycampharrison.tumblr.com/

 For News and Updates: Follow us on Facebook:   
 https://www.facebook.com/ycampharrison/  
 and Twitter: https://twitter.com/ycampharrison 

 For Everything Else: Check out our Website:  
 http://www.campharrison.org/
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Monday
DIGGING DEEPER

 
Last week you studied the theme verse and what it means to 
stand firm on the gospel. The gospel is the good news that Jesus 
died for our sins, was buried, and came back to life. 

To stand firm is to have faith in the gospel. If you have faith in the 
gospel, you can stand before God as completely clean. 

This week we will take time to get to know Jesus more. We will 
dig deeper into what he said and what he did while he was here. 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting 

a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Imme-

diately they left their nets and followed him.
~Matthew 4:18-20

Jesus called twelve men to follow him very closely. They are 
know as the disciples. They left everything to follow him. In oth-
er words, Jesus was worth it to them to leave their jobs, their 
homes, their stuff, and everything they had ever known. 

Why is Jesus worth leaving everything behind? Write your an-
swer:

We are called to follow Jesus. Tomorrow we will see that follow-
ing Jesus means treasuring him above everything.

10
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Tuesday
JESUS IS THE TREASURE 

 
What is treasure? It’s something precious and valuable. You have 
probably seen treasure maps in cartoons. On a treasure map, X 
marks the spot where the treasure is. Those who have treasure 
maps risk everything to find that X and the precious treasure.

Write down something precious you treasure:

You might have written about:
 
•Your mom, dad, grandma, granddad         •Your brother or sister 
•Your cartoons or video games      •Your coolest toy
•Camp Harrison       •Your pets

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys that field.
~Matthew 13:44

This story is called a parable. A parable is a fictional story meant 
to teach a message. The message of this parable is that the King-
dom of God is a great treasure, so valuable a man would sell 
everything he owns for it.

Why would he sell all of his stuff for the Kingdom? The Kingdom 
is where Jesus is. Jesus is the greatest treasure. Jesus is the most 
precious thing. If you believe and stand firm on the gospel, you 
have Jesus as your greatest treasure. That’s why the disciples 
dropped their nets immediately to follow him.

11
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Wednesday
JESUS GIVES US REST

 
Yesterday we saw that Jesus is the greatest treasure. What makes 
him so precious? Write your answer:

The main reason he is so precious is that he gives us rest: 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
~Matthew 11:28-30

In this context, a yoke is not the yellow part of an egg. It is a tool 
used to guide farm animals. Jesus uses it as an illustration (pic-
ture) to help us better understand who he is. 

The heavy yoke, the one that is most difficult and tiresome, is 
the effort people make to try to to live up to God’s standard. It 
is impossible to measure up to God's standard. It is a heavy yoke 
(hard, impossible work). Last week, we saw that all sin and fall 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

Jesus gives us rest from that heavy yoke. He lived a perfect life 
and died in our place, so our sins would be forgiven. 

By his death and resurrection, Jesus did the impossible. He gave 
us rest from our attempts to make oureslves right with God. 
That’s what makes him the greatest treasure.

12
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Thursday
THE RICH YOUNG RULER 

 
We do not know his real name, but there was a man in Bible 
called the Rich Young Ruler (RYR). He was important in his day.

Worried about his relationship with God, The RYR stopped Jesus 
and asked him how to go to heaven. Jesus tested him by telling 
him to keep the commandments. Even though it is impossible, 
the RYR believed he always kept the commandments. Jesus then 
told him to sell all of his things and follow him. 

Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me.”
~Matthew 19:21

The man went away sad. He could not bear to lose all his stuff. 
Write down the two things you would miss most if Jesus asked 
you to sell everything you owned:

Jesus is not asking each of us to sell all of our stuff, but he is ask-
ing us to treasure him above everything.

Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we have?”

~Matthew 19:27

Peter, one of his closest followers, asked, “What do we get for 
following you?” Jesus essentially answered, “Way better stuff, 
eternal (forever) life.” That is treasure worth far more than any-
thing the RYR owned. 13
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Friday
IT IS FINISHED!

 
Have you ever waited a long time for something exciting? Maybe 
it was a trip to Disney World. Maybe it was a special Christmas 
present, like a Red Ryder BB Gun. Maybe it was your mom or dad 
returning from the army. Maybe it was Camp Harrison.

Write about something exciting for which you had to wait:

Do you remember how hard it was to wait? Do you remember 
how excited you were when it came, or how disappointed you 
were when it didn’t come? In the Old Testament, the world was 
waiting for the Messiah (Savior), Jesus, to come and save it.

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.

~Matthew 1:21

Jesus’ name means savior. In order to save us from our sin, Jesus 
lived a perfect life, but was put to death as a bad person. This 
makes him the perfect substitute to save us from the penalty of 
sin. It would be like you doing something bad, but your big broth-
er offering to go to time-out in your place. 

Jesus was crucified, nailed to a large cross. As he died he shouted, 
“It is finished!” This was the moment for which the whole world 
and all of human history was waiting! When Jesus said, “It is 
finished,” everything changed. For you, it means that if you really 
believe the gospel, you are made totally clean and get to spend 
forever with Jesus, the greatest treasure. 

14
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Saturday
HE’S NOT HERE 

 
Three days after Jesus was buried in a cave-like tomb, with a 
massive stone rolled in the front, some of Jesus’ followers went 
to visit the grave. However, Jesus was not there. 

But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, 
for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.

~Matthew 28:5-6

Jesus rose from the grave. He came back to life. After he came 
back to life, he visited many people. Many people saw him alive 
with their own eyes. Before he went back to heaven he said:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
~Matthew 28:18-20

As you are going, and wherever you go, teach people this good 
news that you have heard. Ultimately, you heard the gospel at 
Camp Harrison, because people who heard the gospel went all 
over the world preaching it to others. Then those people told 
more people, who kept telling others, till eventually you heard it. 

Write the names of two people who need to hear the gospel:

Now pray for those two people. You can ask your parents or 
counselors for help praying. 15
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